
Monthly Letter
We Are Fun, Friendship and Learning

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to One and All!

Rob Clere, our Moderator for 
our November 1st meeting guided   
his appreciative audience through   
chapters 1 thr u 5 of Vol. Two of 
American Notes, and regaled 
t hem wi t h h i s  excel l ent 
knowledge of Dickens!s "rst  visit 
t o A mer i ca and hi s grasp of 
American H istory, part icularly as 
it  pertained to his home ground of 
Cincinnat i, Ohio, I ndiana, Cairo 
I l l i noi s and envi r ons. T he 

fol lowing Friends enjoyed the day!s 
Fun, Friendship and Learning with 
h i m:  K r i s D e n n e h y, 
P h i l o m e n a Fo rd e , L o u i s e 
Jonsson, Vida Kossoff, David 
Lu ko m n i k , M i ke Q u i n n , 
Jeannette Rosen, Mike and 
Ruthy Rosen, Adair Russell, 
Pa t rc i a S c h o f, He r b e r t 
“Jimmy”  Schwarz, Dorothy 
Smith, Ellen Spears and Ken 
Wachtell.  #Continued on next page$

 THANK YOU, GENEROUS DONORS! 
Your generosity provides the “green energy” 

that helps The Friends of Dickens New 
York  grow and go. Among you we are 
happy to list  our newest member, Patricia 
A. Corley,  an enthusiast ic D ickensian 
from years past who has recently rejoined 
the fold. I n alphabet ical order you are: 
Marilyn and Tony Baranoski, Rob 

Clere, Louise Jonsson, Vida Kossoff, Doris 
Latham, Russ LaValla and Nancy Lind,  David 
Lukomnik, Patricia Maniccia, Pam Mosconi, 
Mike and Su Quinn, René Racette, Jeannette 
Rosen, Michael and Ruthy Rosen, Adair 
Russell, Herbert J. Schwarz, Dorothy M. 
Smith, Ellen Spears and Ed and Pat Tanaka,

We wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
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Monthly Quote
Welcome, Brazilian brother - thy 

ample place is ready;
A loving hand - a smile %om the 

north - a sunny, instant hail!
(Let the future care for itself, 

where it reveals its troubles, im- 
pedimentas,

Ours, ours the present throe, the 
democratic aim, the acceptance and 
the faith.)

from A Christmas Greeting 
by Walt Whitman (1819-1892)         

American Poet
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In Oliver Twist acclaimed Brit ish 
television writer Sarah Phelps 
#EastEnders$ brings a fresh  take 
to the tale of the Work House 
orphan in a gripping adaptat ion 
st arr ing Rob Brydon, T imot hy 
Spall #Harry Potter$, Gregor Fisher 
#Ni c h o l a s Ni c k l e b y$, Soph i e 
Okonedo #Hotel Rwanda$ and 
Edward Fox #A Passage to India$.

I n The Old Curiosity Shop 
Derek Jacobi #I, Claudius$ stars 
as t he gr andf at her i n a new 
adaptation by Martyn Hesford #Dr. 
Jeky! and Mr Hyde$. Toby Jones, 
accl ai med f or h i s wor k i n   
Infamous and The Way We Live Now 
stars as Daniel Quilp, and young 
Sophie Vavasseur (Northanger 
Abbey) stars as Nell Trent.

There is more to come in the 
2009 Masterpiece Theater lineup, 
we hope, that wil l please Dickens 
lovers and al l lovers of great 
lit erature and good theater.

Mini Review
K n o w i n g D i c k e n s  by 

Rosemarie Bodenheimer, Ithaca 
a n d L o n d o n : C o r n e l l 
University Press, 2007, 238 pp, 
was recentl y re vie wed by 
Patrick McCarthy, UC Santa 
Cruz, for the Dickens Forum. 
McCarthy begins his review by 
saying that  Bodenheimer!s book 
%i s t he most exci t i ng, newl y 
insightful book on Dickens your 
edi t or has read for years.  I n 
chapter aft er chapter she comes at 
D ickens f rom a di rect ion t hat 
others have been unable to explore 
with her success.&

This sounds might be book 
t hat  you might recommend to 
friends and read for yourselves. I t 
i s avai lable at   t he N ew York 
Public Library and book stores. 

AMERICAN NOTES #Continued$

Peter Pitchlynn, (1806 - 1881)  
National Portrait G allery

Rob’s historical knowledge 
and his personal knowledge since 
chi ldhood wi t h t he sout hern 
sectors of Ohio, Indiana, I llinois 
and of northern Kentucky enabled 
him to il luminate for us the sites 
and t he i n t er est i ng peopl e 
D ickens describes, such as Jim 
Porter #1810'1849$, %the Kentucky 
Giant& who stood at seven feet 
eight inches and #Peter$ Pitchl ynn, 
Chief of the Choctaw tribe,  who 
described to him his st ruggles 
with  Congress for the rights of his 
people.  

Rob wi l l r esume hi s t our 
t hrough American Notes at our 
January meeting. In the interim be 
sure t o at t end our Chr i st mas 
Par t y, t he invi t at ion t o which 
comes wi t h your copy of  t his 
Monthly Letter. 

Dickens Classics Coming 
to Masterpiece Theater
Oliver Twist and The Old 

Curiosity Shop are but two of 
our f avor i t e D i ckens classi cs 
comi ng t o PBS M ast er pi ece 
Theater in 2009.

 The Friends of Dickens New York • Branch 197 • The Dickens Fellowship

 PAGE 3P.O. Box 630074, Riverdale, N.Y. 10463 • Tel. (347) 427-3006 • Email: Newsletter@thefriendsofdickens.org

The Friends Bulletin Board

Happy Birthday
Our 
December 
Birthday 
celebrant is 
Russ 

LaValla, whose day is 
December 30th. Lots of Fun, 
Friendship and Learning, Russ.

A Tale of Two Cities Closes 

Unfortunately A Tale 
of Two Cities closed 
November 9th aft er 33 
previews and 68 
regular performances; 

sources say a national tour is 
stil l planned.

Our Congratulations 
to Pat Schof  who won 
"rst prize in the %Pride 
in Port& essay contest 

with her article The Re-
potting of Patty in the Port 
Washingon News, published 
Oct. 10th, 2008.. Good Work!

Calendar

Saturday, December 6th, 2008 
at 1:00pm
Christmas Party at  The Irish 
Rogue, 356 West  44th Street, New 
York, N Y  10036. You!re I nvited 
See Attached.Invitat ion 

Saturday, January 3rd, 2009 at 
1:00pm 
Monthly Meet ing, 240 East 31st 
St r eet  #Under cr of t  of G ood 
Shepherd Episcopal Church$
American Notes Vol Two Chapters  6 
to end.
Saturday, February 7th, 2009 at 
1:00pm  Annual Dickens Birthday 
Luncheon  Location TBA.
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