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Letter

We Are Fun, FrienXip and Learning
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to One and All!

Rob Clere, our Moderator for
our November Ist meeting guided
his appreciative audiene through
chapters 1 thru 5 of Vol. Two of
American Notes, and regaled

them with his excellent
knowledge of Dickenss$ "rst visit
to America and his grasp of
American History, particularly as
it pertained to his home ground of
Cincinnati, Ohio, Indiana, Cairo
Illinois and environs. The

following Friends enjoyedthe days
Fun, Friendship and Learning with
him: Kris Dennehy,
Philomena Forde, Louise
Jonsson, Vida Kossoff, David
Lukomnik, Mike Quinn,
Jeannette Rosen, Mike and
Ruthy Rosen, Adair Russell,
Patrcia Schof, Herbert
“Jimmy” Schwarz, Dorothy
Smith, Ellen Spears and Ken
‘Wachtell. #Continued on next pae$

Monthbly Quote

Welcome, Bragilian brother - thy
ample place is ready;

A loving band - a smile fiom the
north - a sunny, instant bail!

(Let the future care for itself,
~where it reveals its troubles, im-
pedimentas,

Ours, ours the present throe, the
democratic aim, the acceptance and
the faith.)

from A Christmas Greeting

by Walt Whitman (1819-1892)
American Poet
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THANKYOU, GENEROUS DONORS!

Your generosity provides the “green emergy” Clere, Louise Jonsson, Vida Kossoff, Doris
that helps The Friends of Dickens New Latham, Russ LaValla and Nancy Lind, David
York grow and go. Among you we are Lukomnik, Patricia Maniccia, Pam Mosconi,
happyto list our newestmember, Patricia Mike and Su Quinn, René Racette, Jeannette
A. Corley, an enthusiastic Dickensian Rosen, Michael and Ruthy Rosen, Adair
from yearspast who has recently rejoined - ‘8 Russell, Herbert J. Schwarz, Dorothy M.
the fold. In alphabetical order you are: B3 | Smith, Ellen Spears and Ed and Pat Tanaka,

Marilyn and Tony Baranoski, Rob We wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.
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AMERICAN NOTES #®ntinued$

Peter Pitchlynn, (1806 - 1881)
National Portrait G allery

Rob’s historical knowledge
and his personal knowledge since
childhood with the southern
sectors of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois
and of northern Kentucky enabled
him to illuminate for us the sites
and the interesting people
Dickens describes, such as Jm
Porter #1810'1849%ptheK entucky
Giant& who stood at seven feet
eight inchesand #Reter$Pitchlynn,
Chief of the Choctaw tribe, who
described to him his struggles
with Congressfor the rights of his
people.

Rob will resume his tour
through American Notes at our
January meeting. | n the interim be
sure to attend our Christmas
Party, the invitation to which
comes with your copy of this
Monthly Letter.

Dickens Classics Coming

to Masterpiece Theater

Oliver Twist and The Old
Curiosity Shop are but two of
our favorite Dickens classics
coming to PBS Masterpiece
Theater in 2009.

In Oliver Twist acclaimed British
television writer Sarah Phelps

#EatEnders$brings a fresh take
to the tale of the Work House
orphan in a gripping adaptation
starring Rob Brydon, Timothy
Spal #arry Potter$,Gregor Fisher
#Nicholas Nickleby$ Sophie
Okonedo #Hotel Rwanda$ and
Edward Fox #1 Passage to India$.

In The Old Curiosity Shop
Derek Jacobi #, Claudius$ stars
as the grandfather in a new
adaptationby Martyn Hesford#Dr:
Jekyll and Mr Hyde$. Toby Jones,
acclaimed for his work in
Infamous and The Way We Live Now
stars as Daniel Quilp, and young
Sophie Vavasseur (Northanger
Abbey) stars & Nell Trent.

There is more to come in the
2009 Masterpiece Theater lineup,
we hope, that will please Dickens
lovers and all lovers of great
literature and good theadr.

Mini Review

Knowing Dickens by
Rosemarie Bodenheimer, Ithaca
and London: Cornell
University Press, 2007, 238 pp,
was recently reviewed by
Patrick McCarthy, UC Santa
Cruz, for the Dickens Forum.
McCarthy begins his review by
saying that Bodenheimer!s book
%s the most exciting, newly
insightful book on Dickens your
editor has read for years. In
chapter after chapter shecomesat
Dickens from a direction that
others have beenunableto explore
with her sucess.&

This sounds might be book
that you might recommend to
friends and read for yourselveslt
is available at the New York
Public Library and book sbres.

Calendar

Saturday, December 6t, 2008
at 1:o0pm

Christmas Party at The Irish
Rogue, 356 West 44th Street, New
York, NY 10036. Youlre Invited
See Attached.Invitation

Saturday, January 34, 2009 at
1:00pm

Monthly Meeting, 240 East 31t
Street #Undercroft of Good
Shepherd Episopal Church$
American Notes Vol Two Chapters 6
to end.

Saturday, February 7th, 2009 at
r:oopm Annual Dick ens Birthday
Luncheon LocationTBA.

The Friends Buletin Board

Happy Birthday
Our
:""‘"-"“: December
\__;::r Birthday _
g celebrant is
) Russ

LaValla, whose day is
December 3. Lots of Fun,
Friendship and Learning, RUSS.

A Tale of Two Cities Closes

Unfortunately A Tale
of Two Cities closed
November 9" after 33
previews and 68
regular performanes;
sourees say a nationalaur is
still planned.

..the musical

2 Our Congratulations
to Pat Schof who won
"rst prize in the %Ride
in Port& essayantest
with her article The Re -
potting of Patty in the Port
Washingon News, published
Oct. 10th. 2008.. GoodWork!
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