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Our Monthly Quote!

!
“I like to help women help 
themselves, as that is, in my 
opinion, the best way to 
settle the woman question. 
Whatever we can do and do 
well we have a right to, and 
I don't think any one will 
deny us.”! !!

!!!
  Louisa May Alcott !

American Novelist!
  Nov 29, 1832-Mar 6, 1888!!

Our Monthly Letter 
We Are Fun, Friendship and Learning! 

Our April 1 meeting at the NYPL Epiphany 
Branch, was ably moderated by Warren Wyss with 
the following members in attendance: Pamela Bauder 
Rob Clere, Susan Detrich, Mary Jane Mallonee, 
Kevin Quinn, Susan Romanoff, Mike Rosen and Ken 
Wachtell. !
Readings and discussion centered on chapters 
38-43 of Great Expectations wherein, Pip’s life is 
turned ups ide down and ins ide out by the 
appearance on his door step one stormy night of 
Abel Magwitch, the convict for whom, as a child, 
he once stole food and a file. Magwitch has 
forfeited life and freedom by returning to England 
after years of penal exile in Australia, for it is he, 
who has made Pip’s Great Expectations possible, 
with the wealth he has accumulated as a sheep 
farmer.!
Poor Pip! His fairy Godfather’s wealth has made 
him a Gentleman, but now, with Herbert Pocket’s 
aid, he plans to spirit the gentleman out of 
England.!
Be sure to join us on Saturday, May 6 at NYPL 
Epiphany Branch when Moderator Je r r y 
Frohnhoefer leads in reading and discussing 
Great Expectations, chapters forty-four thru 
fifty. Therein Pip, with Herbert Pocket’s assistance, 
plans to get Magwitch out of England and to safety 
on the continent.!
! ! ! ! !          Continued on Page 2
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General William Tecumseh Sherman  

February 8, 1820 – February 14, 1891!

Warrior and Reader of  Charles Dickens  

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

You may have heard that General Sherman read Dickens novels in his tent during his 
rampage through Georgia during the Civil War. This follow-up to that item appeared in 
the March, 2017 London Particular, Newsletter of the Central Dickens Fellowship. Michael 
Slater, Dickens biographer and friend to many in our branch, sent in a speech to the 
Particular that was given by Robert Stuart MacArthur to the Lotos Club in New York 
City in 1908.!

“You will recall the fact that a few years ago Charles Dickens the younger came to this 
city and gave readings from his father’s books. I went early to Chickering Hall and had a 
seat on the platform. General Sherman, then living in New York, took a seat beside me. 
He said, ‘I am so glad to to have an opportunity to hear Charles Dickens, Junior, I owe a 
debt of gratitude to his father, which I shall never be able to pay. During my march to the 
sea, after many of my greatest battles, I went into my tent, I took up David Copperfield, 
Martin Chuzzlewit, A Tale of Two Cities, and others of Dickens’s books, and I forgot the 
horrors of the battles off the day; I forgot all the terrible anticipations of the day to 
come. Dickens lifted me out of myself into another world, and in that world there was 
peace and brightness and joy; and I thank Charles Dickens from the bottom of my soul 
for the influence of his books and his characters in my military life.’”!

Well said and well done!!
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